
 

 

March               
Lect ionary           

 

March 2                                               
Transfiguration of the Lord 

Ex. 34:29-35 and                                     
Ps. 99;                                                             

2 Cor. 3:12-4:2;                                         
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

 

March 5                                       
Ash Wednesday                                     

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or                                       
Isa. 58:1-12 and                                  

Ps. 51:1-17;                                                    
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10;                               
Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

March 9                                          
1st Sunday in Lent                   
Deut. 26:1-11 and                                       
Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16;                                      
Rom. 10:8b-13;                                      

Luke 4:1-13 
 

March 16                                       
2nd Sunday in Lent                             

Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18 and                           
Ps. 27;                                                 

Phil. 3:17-4:1;                                            
Luke 13:31-35 or                                   

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 
 

March 23                                          
3rd Sunday in Advent                  

Isa. 55:1-9 and                                             
Ps. 63:1-8;                                                      

1 Cor.  10:1-13;                                        
Luke 13:1-9 

 

March 30                                                 
4th Sunday in Lent                                        

Josh. 5:9-12 and                                            
Ps. 32;                                                                    

2 Cor. 5:16-21;                                       
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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A New Practice for Lent 
 

Dear friends, 

 

When I was a kid, Lenten observance was, ironically, a status symbol. My Catholic 
friends got to have special lunches on Fridays. The Episcopalians, foreheads still smudged with 
ash, came to school with something of an edgy, ancient aura. Our Baptist and non-
denominational classmates wondered if they even belonged to the same religion as the rest of 
us as we talked about what we were “giving up” for forty days. For Little Suzy, it was choco-
late. Ella went with ice cream. Johnny always said he’d ditch cussing. (That one usually lasted 
until the next baseball practice; fastballs off the elbow can make anyone lose their religion.) 
I’m not really sure we gave the true meaning of the season much thought. Lent was an on-
again, off-again fad—up there with yo-yos and low-rise jeans—and whatever we decided to 
sacrifice paled in comparison to what Jesus was preparing to do, anyway.  

 

This Wednesday, March 5th, we will once again gather for a somber service, complete 
with the imposition of ashes. I don’t begrudge anyone who chooses that evening to “give some-
thing up” for the season. After all, though we can’t “match” Jesus’s story, we can still practice 
discipline and remind ourselves that in all things we must rely on God. However, sometimes 
practicing discipline means choosing to do something instead of abstaining from something. 
For example, this time last year, sixteen people from all walks of life came together at First 
Presbyterian-Columbus to commit to a new skill: writing poetry. For eight weeks we gathered 
to study the craft, workshop each other’s work, and remind ourselves of the connection be-
tween Divine creativity and our own. You can read more about our experience in this Commer-
cial Dispatch article and my blog post for the Faith, Arts, and Creativity Initiative. 

 
What I think most people learned is that writing poetry requires a lot of work! You have 

to find quiet time in your busy life to sit down with your thoughts. You have to draft and edit, 
draft and edit; then you edit some more. You have to be okay with vulnerability—with people 
reading your work but also with being honest with yourself. You know what, though? Commit-
ting to that hard work led to (and, I hope for those participants, continues to lead to) incredible 
conversations with God. Sometime before Christmas, the result of these writers’ work will be 
available in an anthology, too, and I hope that reading will become a part of someone’s devo-
tional practice. Their faith in the process and their meticulous labor will lead to many more 
blessings for years to come. 

 
So, what will you commit to this Lenten season? You don’t have to write poetry. Instead, 

maybe you’ll tend a vegetable garden. Maybe you’ll read a new book of the Bible each week. 
Maybe you’ll visit Loaves & Fishes more regularly, beyond our congregation’s serving dates. 
Maybe each day you’ll email another community servant just to say “thank you.” Whatever it 
is, commit seriously to the labor that is creating the Kingdom of God on Earth because God 
knows it takes everyone. You can probably ditch that Reese’s cup, too. 

 
In Christ, 

 
Thomas Richardson 

https://cdispatch.com/lifestyles/poetry-class-raises-money-for-loaves-and-fishes/
https://cdispatch.com/lifestyles/poetry-class-raises-money-for-loaves-and-fishes/
https://cecefaci.wordpress.com/2024/07/24/poetry-poets-and-theology-together/
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Seeking volunteers for the Children’s Message. 

Contact the office if you would like to help! 
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                 March Birthdays 
 

 Marthalie Porter   March 5 

 Anna Jones    March 6 

 Tom Richardson   March 8 

 Julian Gardner   March 12 

 Lola Gardner    March 12 

 Angela Gardner   March 13 

 Jack Jones     March 17 

 Nate Monroe Conway  March 17 

 Audrey Caldwell   March 20 

 Lacey Caldwell   March 20 

 Tom Hatcher    March 20 

 Mary Frances Nelson  March 29 
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Join us  

Sunday, March 23rd 

for Fellowship Lunch 
 

Fried chicken will be provided by                              
Shepherding Group 1.                                                  

Please bring your favorite side                                         
or dessert to share.  
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