
 

 

December                 
Lect ionary           

 

December 1                                                
1st Sunday of Advent                                                 

Jer. 33:14-16 and Ps. 25:1-10;                 
1 Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36  

December 8                                           
2nd Sunday of Advent                     

Mal. 3:1-4 and Luke 1:68-79; 
Phil. 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

 

December 15                                          
3rd Sunday of Advent                       

Zeph. 3:14-20 and Isa. 12:2-6; 
Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

 

December 22                                     
4th Sunday of Advent                                   

Micah 5:2-5a and                                         
Luke 1:46b-55 or Ps. 80:1-7; 

Heb. 10:5-10;                                         
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

 

December24                                              
Christmas Eve                                                                 

Isa. 9:2-7 and Ps. 96; Titus 2:11-
14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

 

December 25                                               
Nativity of the Lord/                          

Christmas Day                                                
Dawn: Isa. 62:6-12 and Ps. 97; 
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20                               
Day: Isa. 52:7-10 and Ps. 98; 

Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 
 

December 29                                  
1st Sunday of Christmas                                              

1 Sam. 2:18-20, 26 and Ps. 148; 
Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
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December 2024 Reflection 

 

Rerun: First Sunday of Advent, Hope and Apocalypse 

 

“So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. But about that day 
or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for 
you do not know when the time will come.” (Mark 13:29, 32-33, NRSV) 
 

Advent means “arrival” or “the coming of Christ into the world.” While we emphasize the first arrival of 
Christ, it is the second arrival that is the nucleus of Christian hope.  

 

Karl Barth emphasizes advent as a time when we remember our locale in the in-between; we are in both the 
“already here” and the “not yet” of the Kingdom of God. Christ already enables us to live into a new being all 
while knowing things won’t be fully redeemed until they are.  

 

In this in-between, we are promised many things to happen, and none can tell us when “the end” will arrive.  

 

This is just what apocalyptic literature does. It describes present, rather than future, trials. The author of Mark’s 
gospel has likely already experienced the first century uprising and the destruction of the temple, just as the 
prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures are already many times already amid war, chaos, and exile. They explain the 
present through a theological lens. Things don’t “get” scary, they are already scary. 

 

These stories are contained in our Bible for comfort rather than terror. Stories of the Exodus, the Babylonian 
exile, the persecution of Jews in first-century Rome, the subsequent uprising and destruction of the temple, and 
all our shared history between then and now are frightening. They also testify to our hope. As apocalyptic as 
many events were, God’s people, the temple, and the church have all persisted.  

 

The “end” hasn’t yet been the end, and so what if it is?  

 

Worlds have ended for individuals and for entire groups of people. This is the “in-between” life that Jesus 
promised. All the bad that has happened, is happening, and will happen may steer us toward despair and vio-
lence if we let it.  

 

We cannot control what the world does to us. We can control how we respond. Will the world dictate our ac-
tions, or will we witness to the second advent, the coming kingdom marked by love and grace?  

 

It is to this we are called. 

 

Blessings, 

 

BJ 
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Sunday morning talks with Pastor B.J. 
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December Birthdays 
 

 

  December 4  Sue Weiger 

  December 10 Jon Fortman 

  December 13 Mark Porter, Jr. 

  December 15 Hope Oakes 

  December 16 Allie Porter 

  December 17 Taylor Richardson 

  December 18 Claire Hackett Ellis 

  December 21 Egan Monroe 

  December 22 Sue Hatcher 
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PCDP is sponsoring a holiday market on                                     
Saturday, December 14th. We are still looking                        

for vendors to participate so please spread the word. 
                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 15   THE FIRST WORD 



THE FIRST WORD PAGE 16 



THE FIRST WORD PAGE 17 



THE FIRST WORD PAGE 18 



THE FIRST WORD PAGE 19 

                                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST WORD PAGE 20 

PCDP                                                                 
December is a very busy month for our preschool children.                                             

We will be learning about the true meaning of Christmas while enjoying fun activities. 
We will have units on gingerbread, Christmas traditions, and Christmas fun.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are planning a parent engagement event for Tuesday, December 17th at 11AM.                       

This will be our Christmas party with hot cocoa, cookies, and activities                                          
for the children and parents. Donations of cookies are needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will end our semester with a Christmas program on Thursday,                                               
December 19th at 11:00AM. The title of our program is, “This is the Stable”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PCDP will be closed for our winter break December 23rd through January 3rd.                               

We will return to school on Monday, January 6th. 
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PCDP celebrated Thanksgiving early with a                                             
Thanksgiving Feast amongst friends. 




